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Seeking God, Serving the Community, Supporting Each Other

Worship

Schedule

8:00 a.m. Worship
in the Sanctuary
9:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Nursery Care
Available

9:00 a.m. Adult
Bible Study
9:00a.m. New Life
Celebration
Oglesby/Close Hall
10:30 a.m. Children
and Youth Sunday
Schools

10:30 a.m. Worship
in the Sanctuary
11:30 a.m.
Fellowship &
refreshments in
Oglesby/Close Hall

Newsletter
Deadline

Deadline for articles
is on the 3"
Monday at 4 pm of
each month. No
exceptions. Please
email articles when
possible.

Thank you,

Marilyn Robrecht —
Editor

GOOD TIMERS

Tuesday February 14,
12 p.m. — Sherrill Hall
Please join us as Pastor
Lee tells us about Korea.
Bring a friend.

Bring a sandwich,
drinks and dessert provided.

PINOCHLE PLAYERS
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 10
2PM—SHERRILL HALL

Hosts:
Dick and Marlene Walker

United
Methodist
Women

Wednesday
February 15, 2012

UMW General Meeting

Meeting: 10:00am,
Sherrill Hall

Program: Crisis Nursery
11:00 am to 12:00 noon

Speaker: Sister Ann

Lunch at 12 noon provided by
Lydia Circle

Non-members of UMW who
would like to attend, please
RSVP to:

Colleen Davis, 689-1436

SOUPER BOWL
SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 5, 2012

i RO ol

SOUPER | Let’s All Bring a Can of Soup
BOWH For SHARE!!
I—Isrt:l:‘nn
IVEontir

February 2012
Let Us Plead For Faith Alone (UMH 385)
by Charles Wesley in 1740

Let us plead for faith alone,
Faith which by our works is shown;
God it is who justifies,

Only faith the grace applies.
Active faith that lives within,
Conquers hell and death and sin,
Hallows whom it first made whole,
Forms the Savior in the soul

These lines from Charles Wesley describe the
life into which God invites us. Faith is the heart
of this life. This understanding of faith defines
our salvation. Faith is how we live with the God
who comes to us in Jesus Christ. Such a faith is
belief, trust, and hope in God — the God who is
revealed in the history of the people of Israel; in
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ;
and in the life of the church. Faith in this God is
a living and active faith that is shown by how we
live and love in the world.

This faith is a gift from God; it is grace applied to
life. Such faith gives freedom to love. As we
grow in loving God and those whom God loves,
our character is formed more and more into the
character of Christ. Active, living, vital faith
“forms the Savior in the soul.” There are few
hymns or sermons of either Charles or John
Wesley that more compactly capture the
essentials of Wesleyan theology.



http://www.concordumc.org/

Answers to our New Membership Class, Disciple Class and Leadership Class

This year | am starting two new classes. One is the Discipleship Class and the
other is the Leadership Class. | will be inviting our church members to those classes.
For the Discipleship Class, every month | will invite 20 of our church members in
alphabetical order. In this way, within 2 years, all of our 420 members will be invited.
We will meet one Saturday morning and have fellowship together, sharing our visions
for our church and lives. In this way, | want to meet all of our church members in a
small group situation.

| also invited some people to the Leadership Class. They are recommended by the Christ Care
Group Leaders. People see the leadership quality in those people. They are going to lead small groups,
which would be the key to our spiritual growth. Both Discipleship and Leadership Classes are based on
invitation. So, | will send invitation cards.

Last year, we had New Members Classes and we had 19 new members from them. We will continue
this year. In January we had two new members from the 8:00 AM service Eldonna H. Dayton (Mother)
Vicki Buckridge (daughter). Welcome to our church family! | will start a New Members Class again in
February for those who want to join our church. Please fill out the form on page 8 and put it in the offering
plate or bring it to the church office.

Your pastor, Pastor Lee

Our Spanish Speaking Ministry

Our beloved brother, Pastor Jose Ramos, found a new place for ministry. He is how serving the
Oakland Presbyterian Church as an associate pastor. He has been working with us six months to start
our Spanish Speaking Ministry. During the six months, he helped Luis’ family and comforted them when
our custodian Luis passed away. He also started a regular Spanish Speaking Bible Study on Sundays.
He then identified a lay leader among them and delegated the serving job to him.

Now, Hugo Gutierrez, is temporarily leading the group until we find a staff person. He is a lay person
from Peru. He is not a paid staff. He is a volunteer. However, we can send him to a lay leadership
training that is provided by our Conference.

Our Conference has made a covenant with the National Hispanic Plan to support the Spanish
Speaking Ministry in our conference. The direction that the National Plan is taking is called “Lay
Missionary Planters Network (LMPN).” Among Spanish speaking brothers and sisters, we do not have
many ordained pastors. We do not have even enough local pastors. So, they intentionally adopted this
strategy of Lay Missionary Planters Network. They provide training for the lay people who have a passion
for Jesus and compassion for the Spanish Speaking people. It will be a one year course. Then they
would start a small group with the purpose of multiplying it.

This is also our strategy for our Spanish Speaking Ministry in our church. We will send everybody in
our Spanish Speaking group, one by one. We will identify who would be the one that God calls for this
ministry in our church. Then we will support the person and the ministry. It will take a year for us to find
the right person and to have root for the ministry. However, at the end of this year, we will see the seed
sprout. We have to start all over again but with God we can make a new beginning! Please, pray for the
ministry and for the Mission Committee who is the partner of this ministry!

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH
ROCCO’S RISTORANTE AND PIZZERIA

Encina Grande shopping plaza, corner of ®
Ygnacio and Oak Grove Road In Our Prayers

Phone: 947-6105

Bill DeGarmo and family following the

Take out or eating there earns 25% for the church! death of his father on January 18.
No coupon required.
Enjoy good food while helping the church. Also, Continued prayers for; Roger Dick,
Menu includes; sandwiches, appetizers, Richard Spryer, , Chris Gregory and Kate
salads, soups, seafood, pastas Amos.

and of course-pizzal!




FINANCIAL REPORT
CONCORD UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
DECEMBER 2011
Total Income
Actual Budget Difference
Month
Sunday Collections | $31,303 $28,719 $2,584
Other Income $9,669 $5,609 $4,060
Total for Month $40,972 $34,328 $6,644
Year to Date
Sunday Collections | $302,177 $290,000 $12,177
Other Income $63,971 $39,683 $24,288
Total for
YeartoDate $366,147 $329,683 $36,464
Total Expenses
Actual Budget Difference
Month $27,812 $30,618 $2,806
Year To Date $346,928 $368,628 $21,700

A year end FINANCIAL REPORT is available in the NARTHEX or in the
church office providing a line item detail of income and expenses.
This report shows the budgets for2002 and 2003 and actual for

the

years 2000,2001 and 2002 for your comparison.

Church Field Trip

Christian Fusion News!

The Sunday after the Spaghetti Dinner, there will be no Youth Sunday

School at the Concord or the Walnut Creek UMC's. There will also be no
youth people at the Concord or Walnut Creek UMC's. That's because we'll
all be at the St. Mary and St. Mina Coptic Orthodox Church on Clayton
Road! This is a rare chance to see how other members of our church family
worship, pray, and live with God! The priest of the church has even offered
to prepare lunch for us and answer any questions we have about Orthodox
Christianity, theology, or anything else we might want to know about!

The church is located at 3500 Clayton Road in Concord. We're meeting at
9:30am in front of the church, and the service (mass) begins at 10:00am,
and goes until noon, and then we have lunch! Father Hanna has told me
that there's no official dress code, but dress conservatively just in case.

Obviously, | hope you're all able to attend, as it's right around the corner
from the Concord UMC and a very short drive from the Walnut Creek UMC,
but | need you to RSVP for this, because otherwise they won't know how
much food to make. See you Sunday!

Like to Cook? CUMC Needs
You!

CUMC has been providing an
evening meal for the residents
at the singles homeless shelter
in Concord on the second
Thursday of each month for
about 15 years. Mary Ann and
Ed King started the program
and Dave Clegg and Wanda
Close with help from numerous
volunteers are now preparing
the meals. Sadly, Dave and
Wanda are now retiring. We'd
like to keep the program
going and Doug McLeod has
volunteered to replace Dave
on the second Thursday
afternoon of each month
from about 2:30 to 5:00 to
prepare the hot dish. We are
still looking for someone to
help Doug. The recipe posted
in the Oglesby-Close kitchen is
easy to follow, and Dave will
be happy to train our new
chefs. He will also continue to
shop for the food, cook the
meat for the hot dish on
Wednesday, and come help on
Thursday morning. Dave is
really only partially retiring.
The menu is the same each
month -- a hot entree
consisting of chicken, noodles,
and chopped vegetables, three
bean salad, slaw, cupcakes,
rolls. The salads are made,
rolls buttered, and vegetables
chopped for the hot dish on
Thursday morning, and ladies
bring cupcakes from home.
Another group delivers and
serves the meal at the shelter.
All this wonderful work of
feeding the hungry is done by
volunteers. Thank you all very
much.

If you are interested in cooking
and would like to help CUMC
continue this community
outreach, please call Delores
Loague (925-672-6870) or
Doug McLeod (925 -825 -
6799).




GROWING FAITH THROUGH STEWARDSHIP

God has granted us another New Year and
the joys and wonderment of Christmas have
faded. For most Christians, the Christmas
story is brought alive by the carols and
music of the season. They become
embedded deep in our minds and may
remain long after other memories have
been eradicated by age or disease. Music is
a gift from God and we can imagine
heavenly choirs singing exultantly as they
announce the Savior’s birth.

Music is an integral, unique and essential
part of worship. It would be hard to imagine
a worship service devoid of music.
Throughout history renowned composers
have applied their talents to create beautiful
cantatas, concertos and operas in praise of
Christ the King. As Shakespeare effused, “If
music be the food of love, play on, give me
excess of it”. We are truly blessed at CUMC
in not only having a wonderful pastor (and
musician!) but also a fabulous music
ministry. This is especially evident during
the Christmas season when we delight in
singing our favorite Christmas carols (many
of which were written by Charles Wesley).

The stewardship of musical talent abounds with
our:
e Annual carol sing

e Community orchestra
e Chancel choir

e Bell choir

e Youth choir

The hours of work and preparation, with
incomparable planning and leadership, provide us
with a musical experience in which we can
immerse ourselves in the joy of Christmas. Spirits
rise and faces shine brightly as the music of the
Savior’s birth resonates throughout the sanctuary.
As mere mortals we can embrace the sounds of
“Angels we have heard on High”, “Hark the Herald
Angels Sing” and “Gloria in Excelsis Deo”.

As we sing in exultation, joyfully and triumphantly
we realize that “Love came down at Christmas”
and so we give thanks to all those whose Christian
stewardship made it possible and gave us a
glimpse of Heaven.

Happy New Year!

The Stewardship Committee

RACE AND RELIGION

As Race and Religion Chair | want to share with you that | attended a meeting last Wednesday
night at the Unitarian Church in Walnut Creek. The attendance was great, there were members from
all different faiths. We are trying to get started a coalition for Immigration Rights on this side of the

Bay.

Myself and Delores Loague have been attending the coalition meetings on the East Bay, which
has been held in Berkeley. We both got involved after we came back from our trip to Missouri for the
UMW. We knew that a lot of undocumented people are being detained in three locations in California
and we wanted to see if we could start a ministry of visiting them. Well it isn't that easy, in fact they
only have fifteen minute calls twice a month and they have to know you to call you or see you. They
have been holding Vigils once a month at the Richmond Jail at five thirty, anyone is welcome to come
and it is pretty remarkable, even the guards are softening to the idea of treating the detainees as

human beings.

Yes they are undocumented and yes they came over our borders illegally, but some have been
here twenty five years and have paid taxes, etc. But they are still human beings with human rights and
would God not want us to make sure that they are treated humanely. We don't mind hiring them, or
not paying as much for things because they work so cheaply. As God's people shouldn't we get
involved and change the law, so it is easier for them to become citizens. Just think if our forefathers
were detained like so many of these people, would we be here today?

Pray on it, God Bless

Race and Religion Chair
Betsy McLeod




COMPANY’S COMING!

Winter Nights families will be visiting CUMC for two weeks beginning Monday, March 12 and Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church just down the street will be working with us to make sure our guests feel

comfortable and cared for.

As always, everyone in our church can help in some way without being

overburdened.

Winter Nights

Set up (I0AM) Monday, March 12 and take down (10AM).Monday, March 26
Breakfast setup and cleanup - (6 - 7 AM) weekdays

Help prepare weekend breakfast (8 - 10AM) or lunch (12:30 - 1:30 PM)

Daily coordinator (4:30 - 9 PM)

Homework help and activities (5 - 8 PM) Monday thru Thursday

Sleep over (9 PM - 6AM) nightly

Weekend help during day wherever needed

Laundry - Monday, March 19 and Monday, March 26

Donations of money for food and supplies. Please mark contributions “CUMC’

-- Winter Nights” and place in offering plate on Sundays. Any donation not needed
for Winter Nights will be used for monthly homeless shelter meals.

Groups within our church can participate by preparing a meal or providing an activity (crafts, games, sports)

during the evening or on the weekends.

Winter Nights rules require that all volunteers have their names run through Megan’s Law lists.

Currently there are ten families - 15 adults and 18 children - in the Winter Nights program. One of the adults
is a senior lady. The children include 9 girls ages 1, 2, 2, 2, 4, 5, 6, 13 and 14, and 9 boys ages 1, 1, 2, 3, 6,

11, 13, 16, and 16. Three of the moms are pregnant.

Winter Nights fills a great community need and you can participate right here at CUMC, so come take part,
make some new friends, and get a wonderful, warm feeling for doing good work.

Signups will begin in February.

Our next planning meeting will be Saturday, January 28, 9:30 AM in Sherrill Hall. All are welcome.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
- &l .
w@ The FAQ's, just the FAQ's!

CAN | TRUST A STEPHEN MINISTER?

Trust is essential to a caring relationship, and Stephen
Ministers are people you can trust. Confidentiality is
one of the most important principles of Stephen
Ministry, and what a care receiver tells his or her
Stephen Minister is kept in strictest confidence.

How can you become a Stephen Minister? Begin by
talking to one of our Stephen Leaders and they can tell
you more. We are planning on starting a new class in
January 2012. Usually Stephen Ministers make a two
year commitment to serve after the classes are over. If
you are interested in participating in this truly personal
and giving ministry in our church please contact one of
the Stephen Leaders to learn more. Please contact
Pastor Lee or one of the Stephen Ministers:

Laura Moreau—458-3309
Pastor Sungho Lee—685-5260
Marj Kerr—458-9051

Karen Morones—685-3917
Nancy Thomas—798-4658

FREE INCOME TAX RETURN
PREPARATION SERVICE

Again in 2012 the Concord United Methodist
Church is hosting the AARP Foundation / IRS
Tax-Aide Program. This free federal and state
income tax return preparation service is provided
by well-trained, annually certified volunteer
counselors. All returns receive a rigorous quality
control process. The service targets seniors and
low-income taxpayers but is open to anyone.
Neither AARP nor Church membership is
required. Counselors can handle most kinds of
returns but are not trained on a few complex
schedules and cannot do returns containing
those schedules. Counselors will be in
classrooms 1 & 2 from 9AM until 3 - 4PM
Wednesdays and Thursdays from February 1
through April 12. They try to accommodate walk-
ins but appointments have priority. Please call
(925) 405-5234 and make an appointment.

For more information, pick up a flyer in the
Church Narthex or church office.



UMW GIVING TO MISSION IN 2011

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHAT CONCORD UNITED METHODIST WOMEN IS ALL ABOUT? HERE
IS ALITTLE BIT OF HISTORY AND AN UPDATE ON OUR ACTIVITIES. UNITED METHODIST WOMEN IS
THE SUCCESSOR TO THE HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETIES AND GUILDS OF THE
SEVEN PREDECESSOR DENOMINATIONS THAT NOW COMPRISE THE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH.

THIS COMMUNITY OF WOMEN |S:

e CENTERED IN RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST:
FOCUSED ON MINISTRIES WITH WOMEN, CHILDREN AND YOUTH:
INVOLVED IN MISSION LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY;

COMMITTED TO INCLUSIVENESS; AND

PLEDGED TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR MISSION GIVING.
CONCORD UNITED METHODIST WOMEN GAVE THE FOLLOWING MONIES IN 2011:

Giving through District and Conference

Pledge to Mission —-Gi ven t o Women’'s Divi.s.i.o.n.. UMC..f.0.r.$85080i or
Mary Elizabeth Inn — Women'’s housing in San FrancisCo.............occcciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 100.00
Gum Moon Home — Women’s housing in San FranCiSCO ..........c.eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 100.00
Membership Development - in El Camino Real DiStrict UMW ............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiieniiiee e 40.50
Youth Aid Fund — Helps Youth projects in El Camino Real District UMW ..........ccccooviiiiiiiieieeeieiiiiinneen. 25.00
World Thank Offering — To WOMEN'S DIVISION ........uuiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiie ittt 242.35
Prayer and Self Denial Offering - To Women’s DiVISION .........c.eiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 377.00
Special Mission Recognition — To Women’s DiViSiON ..., 40.00
Misc. Gifts to MiSSIon — TO WOMEN’S DIVISION ........cuuriieiiiiiieiiiiie s anrne e annees 25.00

Total $4,449.85
Giving to CUMC, other Community and Global Missions

Interfaith Council of CCC (Includes Winter NightS Program) ..........ccccccecooeeeiieieieiisessssssssesss s $700.00
Interfaith Council of CCC for Charles Tinsley’s program for at risk youth ..............ccccccciiiiiin. 400.00
S 1 T=] 1= PR Lo PP PP PP 300.00
(4 o1 o g VAV o] 011 0 0 011 (=T PP PUPPP PP 237.35
MEAIS ON WNEEIS ...ttt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e bbb et e e e e e e e sanbnbneeeeaeean 500.00
0T AT Vg o I TS TP 500.00
STAND Against DOMESEIC VIOIENCE .....ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ittt ettt e et b e e e st b e e e e abaeeeeabneeeeaae 300.00
UMCOR - for Health Kits, Haiti Relief, Japan Relief ... 1,425.00
(@10 1Y (@ 1= ] o1 =1 o | 1,496.57
CUMC Youth Scholarships for MiSSION PrOJECT..........uuiiiiiiiieeiiiiiee ettt ettt e e e e ssibeee e e 350.00
01U 1Y (O U = (=1 g = = Y573 o o 500.00
CUMC Mid-WEEK Program .......cccooiiiiieiee e 100.00
CUMC Spanish Speaking Outreach MINIStry ........cooooiiiiiiiiiiii e, 900.00

Total $7,708.92

Additional Giving by Circles

Heifer Project (ADIGAI CIrCIE) ......cciiiiiiii ittt e et e e st e e s anbbeeeeanbaeeeeans $ 246.80
Blankets for Babes Project (Abigail Circle —Items for NEWbOINS) ........ccccvvvveveiiiiiiiiiieeee e 396.00
Alfalit - World Literacy (EStNEr CirClE) .......cooiuuiiieiiiiiieiiiiie ettt e e e e e e e e nnbees 106.64
Interfaith Council Winter Nights Shelter (ESther CirCle) ........ccuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 106.64
Doctors Without Borders (LYdia CirClE) ........ooiuiieiiiiiie ittt e e e 198.03
] Eo TSI (Yo [ F= T O ([ ) PR PR 130.50

Total $1,184.61

Total of all giving $13,343.38
Joyce Atkinson
Treasurer



ITALIAN DINNER

SATURDAY NIGHT
JANUARY 28, 2012
OGLESBY -CLOSE HALL

SPAGHETTI, SALAD, GARLIC BREAD
THREE SEATINGS: 5:00P.M., 6:00 P.M., 7:00 P.M.
PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE YOUTH MINISTRY
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
DINNER IS SERVED BY OUR YOUTH.

TICKETS : $8 ADULTS, $4 CHILDREN 10 & UNDER

Special dates

A Af rAmeriean History Month
A Boy Scout Sunday,
A Valentineds Day, Fe
A Transfiguration of
2012

A Pr e sDbhag, Eabruasy 20, 2012
A Ash Wednesday,
A First Sunday in

Febr
Ler

Bile Quiz

= .

During Jesus’ time in the wilderness after his

baptism, Satan tempted him to do three things.

Which of the following was not one of the
temptations?

A. To change water into wine so wedding
guests would know he was God’s Son

B. To throw himself down from the top of the
temple, expecting angels to save him

C. To turn stones into bread to satisfy his
hunger

D. To worship Satan in order to gain all the
world’s kingdoms

Answer: A (See Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-
13)

+ Christian Symbols +

/

This number appears many times in Scripture, often
indicating a time of trial or testing, or simply marking
something significant. It rained 40 days and nights
during the Great Flood. Israel wandered in the
wilderness for 40 years. Jesus fasted for 40 days and
was with the disciples for 40 days between his
resurrection and ascension. Taking this symbolic
number to heart, the Christian church has long
observed 40 days of Lent (not counting Sundays).

Refocus for Lent

Give up complaining — focus on gratitude.
Give up harsh judgments — think kind thoughts.
Give up worry — trust God to provide.
Give up discouragement — be full of hope.
Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatred — return good for evil.
Give up anger — be more patient.

Give up pettiness — become mature.

Give up jealousy — pray for trust.

Give up gossiping — control your tongue.
Give up sin — turn to virtue.

Give up giving up i persevere.

A Author unknown
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New Members Class for February
Classes will be held on Sundays February 5, 12,19 & 26, from 12—1 pm in

;;k{‘ &\)MZ the Fireside Room. This class is open to anyone wishing to join the
I /f/ﬁ’ church. Please fill out the sign-up form below and place it in the offering
i JA; \ . . .
~ /1R plate or bring it to the church office.
New Member Class

Discipleship Class
3rd Saturday of the month 9am—212pm
Room 9

Small Group Leadership Class
4th Saturday of the month 9am—212pm
Susannah Wesley Room

New Member Classes will be on Sundays February 5, 12, 19 & 26 from 12 - 1pm in the
Fireside Room. If you are interested in attending these classes, please fill out the form

below and place in the offering plate.

Yes, | want to participate in these classes.

Name Phone

Address

E-mail address:




