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                     The Concord Connection 
       

      Seeking God, Serving the Community, Supporting Each Other 

 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

Deadline for articles 
is on the 3

rd
 

Monday at 4 pm of 
each month.  No 
exceptions.  Please 
email articles when 
possible. 
Thank you, 
 

Marilyn Robrecht – 

Editor 

 
 
 
 
 

8:00 a.m. Worship 
in the Sanctuary 
 

9:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
Nursery Care 
Available 
 

9:00 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study 
 

9:00a.m. New Life 
Celebration 
Oglesby/Close Hall 
 

10:30 a.m. Children 
and Youth Sunday 
Schools 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
in the Sanctuary 
 

11:30 a.m. 
Fellowship & 
refreshments in 
Oglesby-Close Hall. 

Worship 

Schedule 

  

FUNDRAISER 
Rummage Sale & Raffle!! 

Oglesby Hall 
  

SALE DAYS,  
  

THURSDAY – SATURDAY, MAY 5-7 

9AM-5PM, Thursday & Friday 
9AM-2 PM, Saturday 

                    

 
  

  ALL PROCEEDS GO THE CHURCH!! 
  

We need help with the upcoming Rummage 
Sale - Volunteers are needed during the week of 
May 2-7 to help set up and staff the sale. Please 
call Karen Sola, 827-4071 if you are able to 
help.  
  

If you have items you wish to donate you 
can bring them in on Monday May 2rd thru 
Wednesday May 4th, 8:30am-4pm.   
  
Questions?  Please call Karen Sola. 827-
4071. 

 

 
 

GIFT CARDS PROGRAM  
BEGINS SOON! 
 

This program will truly be a 
great moneymaker for CUMC if 
everyone pitches in and 
participates. Just think, that by 
purchasing gift cards thru 
CUMC, you would make a 
contribution every time you gas 
up your car, stop at Starbucks, 
have lunch, grocery shop, go to 
the movies, shop for some 
home or gardening project on 
the weekend, without any 
additional cost to you !!!!!!! 
 

There are over 300 venues for 
your own personal use, not just 
for gift giving at birthdays and 
holidays.  CUMC gets a fee 
from the product or service 
provider from the sale of the 
cards to you. What could be 
sweeter or simpler than that? 
Nothing says that you can't buy 
and use them for business 
purposes, too.  
 

A list of the 300 participating 
companies is available on 
Sundays.  
 

The kick-off for ordering gift 
cards will be on July 
24th.......just in time to do all 
the back to school shopping. 
 

Your Prosperity Team 
 

 

 
BACK TO SCHOOL BACKPACK 

PROJECT 
 

Every year CUMC helps kids in our 
community get ready for school. This year 
CUMC will be providing backpacks filled 
with school supplies for some middle and 
high school students from the Monument 
Crisis Center in Concord.   
 

A completed backpack includes: 
 

1 backpack appropriate for a middle 
school or high school student, 1 binder,  
1 college ruled notebook, 1 package of 
No. 2 pencils, 1 small calculator, 1 large 
eraser, 1 ruler, 1 package of college ruled 
lined paper, 2 highlighters, 1 box of 
colored pencils.   
All items must be new. 
 

This is a church wide project and you can 
help by: 
 

1.   Donating money.  Please mark your gift 
"CUMC--Backpack Project" and place in 
the offering plate on Sunday. 

2.   Buying an item from the above list.  
Bought Items should be marked 
"Backpack Project" and placed in the 
blue plastic basket in the narthex on 
Sunday. Absolute last day to bring items 
is Sunday, August 14th. 

3.   Helping shop for needed items or filling 
backpacks.  Please call Delores Loague 
at 925-672-6870.  

 

Backpacks must be dropped off at the Crisis 
Center by August 18. 
 

Thank you for whatever you can do to help 
get these kids off to a good start in the new 
school year!  
 

 
 

http://www.concordumc.org/
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July 4th Fever! 
 

   Our church went out to Todos Santos Park in Concord on July 4
th
. Our choir 

members and CUMC Orchestra members went out to perform patriotic songs and 
popular songs for one and half hours. Many of our church members also went out 
to pass out national flags. Many of us had our church T-shirts on. So, the park was 
conquered by Concord UMC. 
 

   It was Independence Day when we claimed our new identity as a new nation. On that day, our 
church also claimed our new identity. We were on Concord TV (channel 28), showing to the 
community that we are part of it. We were and are not a disconnected ghetto. Our church members 
are part of the community services for the homeless, for boy and girl scouts, for local schools, and 
for many non-profit volunteer works.  We have been like ―salt‖ which has been melted and invisible 
to do its work. However, we were like ―light‖ that was visible on the stage and on the green grass on 
that day. 
 

   These days many schools cut down music programs because of their budget cuts. We want to 
serve our community in that area. We want to gather many young people and teach them music. 
Music is a universal language and a means to unite peoples on earth. Music is also a central part of 
our worship! Our music director, Dough Emigh, and our church members have passion and talent to 
serve many young people in that specific way.  
 

   I dream that our church will have many children’s choirs, youth orchestras, adult choirs and 
orchestras. We can have many benefit concerts both in and outside of our church to support many 
missions and ministries. We can teach peace and unite diverse races and cultures through music. In 
heaven, we will not do any mission or evangelism or Bible studies or small groups. However, we will 
continue to praise God with our voices and music! So, music is our ―eternal‖ investment for our 
eternal life! 
 

   On Independence Day, we declared our new identity in a public sphere. We are now known as a 
singing church and playing church. Let us keep up the reputation. It will take our continuous work, 
sweat, and prayer. May God be glorified through our music ministry! Thank you all who have been 
there and who have not been there physically but prayed!       
 

                          Your pastor, Sungho Lee 
 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN FUSION  

Jake Ritter, Director of Youth Ministries 
 

On Sunday, July 17
th
 Christian Fusion youth and parent 

volunteers headed off to Susanville, CA to do home 
maintenance and repair projects for the members of the 
Susanville Rancheria Native American Reservation. This 
mission project is one of many that the SIERRA 
SERVICE PROJECT organization offers. The group will 
return on Saturday July 23

rd
 . 

Sunday, July 24
th

, meeting at the Concord UMC in 
Sherrill Hall from 5pm-7pm for our regular Christian 
Fusion youth group meetings!  
Saturday, July 30

th
, at noon, meet at Concord UMC and 

head to Baker Beach and have a beach day until 4:30! 
Come join us for a day of fun in the sun! 
Sunday, July 31

st
, we’re going to Glide Memorial UMC. 

Meet at Pleasant Hill BART Station at 9:00, and leaving 
promptly at 9:20! We’ll walk from the Powell St. BART 
Station to Glide Memorial and catch their Sunday 
morning worship service. 
 

 

TRUSTEE CORNER: 
 

This is a quick project update from the 
Trustees. The Oglesby Close kitchen door 
has been replaced; The structural defects 
on the Chapel window frame are repaired, 
sanding and repainting and replacing one 
glass pane is to be done; updating of the 
Oglesby Close men's restroom is planned 
for late summer with the leadership of Greg 
Brumley; replacement of the Education 
Wing roof is scheduled for August 22nd-
August 31st with the Leadership of Wally 
Kresley.  We are scheduling a church 
workday August 27th to work on the roof; 
please contact James Hofmeister 925-693-
9002  
james.hofmeister@comcast.net to help!  
 

Peace,  
 

James Hofmeister 
 

mailto:james.hofmeister@comcast.net
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 We know our current life is finite, even 
ephemeral, and yet we struggle to keep focused 
on the eternal. When Jesus called his disciples 
to ―Come follow me‖ he did not tolerate any 
looking back. Would be disciples who needed to 
attend to other earthly affairs first, were 
discouraged. Jesus told the disciples, ―for 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for me will save it. What 
good is it for a man to gain the whole world and 
yet lose or forfeit his very self?‖ (Luke 9:24-26). 
 
In the best selling book ―90 Minutes in Heaven‖ 
the Reverend Don Piper dies in a car crash, 
spends 90 minutes in Heaven and then returns 
to earth. He has significant external injuries and 
longs to escape his current pain and return to 
Heaven.  
 
People in dire circumstances - the poor, the 
oppressed, the diseased, the dispossessed, the 
disabled – may wish to escape their earthly 
plight and long for Heaven. Peter talks about the 
joy of salvation, ―though now for a little while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.‖ 
(1 Peter 1:6). 
 
But what about those of us who are richly 
blessed, are we ready to ―lose our lives‖ for 
Christ? As we become more affluent, do we 
open ourselves up to temptation to feel self-
sufficient and therefore less need for God? As 
we get secure in our life and lifestyle our longing 
for God and his kingdom may be challenged. 
How many self-made millionaires, who 
previously lived without wealth, can give it all 
away when they have it? 
 

 

GROWING FAITH THROUGH STEWARDSHIP 
 

The Giving Pledge is a campaign to encourage the 
wealthiest people in the United States to make a 
commitment to give most of their money to 
philanthropic causes. The campaign specifically 
targets billionaires and was made public in 2010 by 
the two wealthiest people in the United States, 
billionaires Warren Buffett and Bill Gates. Pledgers 
are required to commit 50% of their wealth to 
philanthropy. This extreme generosity still allows 
donors to get by on the remaining billions/millions. 
 
If we cling to security in this life, we run the risk of 
losing it, whereas if we can ―run with perseverance 
the race laid out for us‖, irrespective of what may 
happen, living by our faith in the risen Lord, we can 
experience the ultimate reward. As Peter continues, 
speaking of life’s trials, ―these have come so that 
your faith – of greater worth than gold, which 
perishes even though refined by fire – may be 
proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.‖ 
 

May our faith grow to move mountains! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

The Stewardship Committee 
 

 
 

GOOD TIMERS 
 

We are taking the Month of August off. 
 

In September we will meet Tuesday, Sept. 13. 

 

Joint Youth Committee 
 

Joint Youth Committee meetings will be on the first Monday of each month from 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
rotating between both churches.  Please express your concerns or agenda items at least three days 
prior to the meeting. If you would like the youth to be present at a specific function please ask well in 
advance.   
 

Contact Irving Lee, Committee Chair cell (925) 708-9252 or irvlee@gmail.com, Jake Ritter cell (925) 
216-9002 or  jnritter86@gmail.com.  Other Committee members:  Bud Busick, Al Carlson, Kim 
Rohrberg, Pam Cefalu, Dani Extrum-Fernandez, Sharon Kurk, and Venus Lugos.   
 

No meeting in July.  Our next meeting will be August 1, 2011 at WCUMC, Raine Room.  Ask before 
dropping in as we will meet only if necessary.  Actually in August we'll have a BBQ for the committee 
and parents. 
 

mailto:irvlee@gmail.com
mailto:jnritter86@gmail.com
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The FAQ's, just the FAQ's! 
 

WHO IS INVOLVED?  
 

Stephen Leaders are the ones who 
oversee and direct our Stephen Ministry. 
They recruit, select, train, organize, and 
supervise our Stephen Ministers, identify 
people in need or care, and match them 
with a Stephen Minister. WE have five 
Stephen Leaders. They are Marg Kerr, 
Laura Moreau, Karen Morones, Nancy 
Thomas and Pastor Lee.  
 

Stephen Ministers are the caregivers. 
They have engaged in 50 hours of 
training in Christian care giving, including 
general topic such as listening, feelings, 
boundaries, assertiveness, and using 
Christian resources in care giving. In 
addition their training covers specialized 
topics such as ministering to the 
divorced, hospitalized, bereaved, and 
aging. We currently have 14 active 
Stephen Ministers. They are: Diane 
Rogers, Diana Bauer, Sue McGuire, Tom 
Riley, Greg Brumley, Chuck Morones, 
Betsy McLeod, Kathleen Gregory, 
Colleen Davis, Debbie Ow, Bill 
Rodriguez, Kelly Schaeffer, Nancy 
Brumley and Nancy Thomas. 
 

Care Receivers are the recipients of 
Stephen Ministers' care. They are people 
from our church or community who are 
experiencing divorce, grief, loss of a job, 
loneliness, hospitalization, terminal 
illness or any of a number of other life 
difficulties. Stephen Ministers usually 
meet with their care receiver once a 
week for about an hour for as long as the 
care receiver will benefit by the 
relationship.  
 

If you or someone you know might 
benefit from a Stephen Minister call one 
of the leaders:  
  

Laura Moreau—458-3309 
Pastor Sungho Lee—685-5260 
Marj Kerr—458-9051 
Karen Morones—685-3917 
Nancy Thomas—798-4658 
  

 

 

 
New Look for the Website 
www.concordumc.org 
  
Our website has a completely new look and new 
features. Be sure to find Pastor Lee’s Blog. He updates it 
regularly. There is even a link to our Facebook page. 
Some pages are still under construction, but will be there 
soon.  If you have any events or pictures that you would 
like to have published, send an email to: 
 suefalkowski@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers  
            of the Concord UMC Congregation, 
 

The Board of Trustees wants to update you regarding a 
homeless person – Joe Lopez -- who is again 
frequenting our church campus. Joe is breaking and 
entering into the buildings on campus, specifically 
Oglesby-Close hall. The last incidents were during the 
week of VBS. 
 

The Concord Police Department has informed us that 
Joe Lopez is mentally unstable and is a 
methamphetamine drug abuser. They go on to state that 
Joe's behaviors are unpredictable and he has 
demonstrated violent behavior in the past.  Most 
importantly, they stress that we should not approach 
Joe, but instead contact the Concord Police.  We are 
currently unable to take legal steps against Joe since he 
has not been violent towards a member of 
our congregation.  
 

The Board of Trustees have taken the following actions: 
. we are installing additional dead bolt locks,   
. investigating covers for the doors with panic-bars and   
. are being extra vigilant in assuring all buildings are 
locked after use. 
 

We are seeking your help by reminding everyone to not 
offer Joe any money or anything else that might support 
his substance abuse or encourage him to return to the 
CUMC campus. 
 

If Joseph Lopez is sighted on our campus: 
. do not approach him, instead 
. call the police (Concord PD 925-671-3220) and   
. ask for an incident report number from the responding  
  officer  
. report the occurrence and number to Marilyn. 
 

We will use all documented cases of trespass in our on-
going attempt to obtain a restraining order against Joe. 
 

Peace, 
  James Hofmeister 
 

http://www.concordumc.org/
mailto:suefalkowski@sbcglobal.net
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       In Our Prayers 

 
Mailani Nies who is recovering from a back injury.   
Don Boyd who is back at church after being bitten 
on both hands by a rattlesnake. 
Linda Olivieri who is recovering from a stroke. 
 

Also, Continued prayers for; Evelyn Angus, David 
Nomura, Chris Gregory and Kate Amos.  

 

Special Thanks 

 

We saw and enjoyed our Concord UMC 
choir, Concord UMC Community 
Orchestra, and the Salvation Army Band in 
Todos Santos Park on the fourth of July.  
The choir sang standard; ―God Bless 
America‖, anthems for the Armed Forces 
and songs from musicals; ―You’re a Grand 
Old Flag‖, ―The Sound of Music‖ and 
―Oklahoma‖.  They sang them perfectly! 
Thank you, 
Bill and Marge Boyer 
 

 

A huge Thank You to Amy Hoselton 
who has laminated the earthquake 
information sheets for the church and the 
"Drop! Cover! Hold On!" classroom 
instructions!   
 

We are looking forward to having a 
practice ShakeOut for the campus 
sometime around October 20. 
 

Peace, 
  James Hofmeister 
 

 

Thank you for your prayers, cards and 
calls. I am home from the hospital and 
doing well. Still in recovery mode but doing 
better each day.  
Lesson learned: Avoid contact with 
rattlesnakes.  
Again thanks for your concerns. 
 

Don Boyd 
 

A church garden 

 
First, plant five rows of peas:  
Presence  
Promptness  
Preparation  
Purity  
Perseverance.  
 

Next to these, plant three rows of 
squash:  
Squash gossip.  
Squash criticism.  
Squash indifference.  
 

No garden is complete without turnips:  
Turn up for meetings.  
Turn up with a smile.  
Turn up with new ideas.  
Turn up with determination to make 
everything count for something good and 
worthwhile.  
 

 

 

    On Sunday July 17, CUMC was blessed by having 4 new  

    members join our church family. 

    Jeff and Teresa Rios (9am service) have been at CUMC for  

    some time. They are often seen helping with the Christian  

    Fusion youth group, which sons; Joey and Jonathan are  

    members. Teresa likes taking pictures. Jeff likes to “work on  

anything that burns gas.” 

Jay Neyenhouse (10:30 service) has been helping with the Sunday school program by collecting 

the attendance sheets from the classrooms each week. He likes to play the guitar. 

Janice Wong (9am service) began coming to the church after meeting Pastor Lee.  She likes our 

outreach services to the community and the Pastor’s message.  

This Sunday, July 24, Donna Beth Weilenman will be joining at the 8am service. She is 

transferring from Martinez UMC. She likes horses and hula dancing. 
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PROSPE
RITY 

TEAM 
 

ESCRIP 
    Escrip is 
the 
Prosperity 
team's 
major fund 
raising 
activity for 
2011 and 
beyond. 
With new 
venues 
being 
added 
every day, 
you can 
make a 
contribution 
to CUMC 
with almost 
any and all 
of your 
shopping 
activity from 
groceries to 
ocean 
voyages. 
Signing up 
is quick, 
easy and 
painless, 
either by 
email or 
snail mail, 
and once 
you are 
registered, 
there is 
nothing 
more for 
you to do.  
Signing up 
is a breeze;  
(1) fill in the 
Church 
group 
name: 
Concord 
United 
Methodist 
Church 
and the 
Church 
group ID 
number: 
137115363,  
(2) enter 
your name 
and 
address,  
(3) list your 


